Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 12603 221210Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

091862/15 

R221103Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8674 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

SECRET BRUSSELS 12603 

EXDIS 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEVEGENRHBE 

SUBJECT: ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND 

REF: (A) STATE 304674 (B) STATE 306882 

1 . YESTERDAY I PRESENTED TO FOREIGN MINISTER VAN ELSLANDE 
SECRET 
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THE CASE FOR ESTABLISHING THE ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND 
AND OUTLINED REASONS FOR BELGIAN PARTICIPATION. 

2. VAN ELSLANDE WAS GRATIFIED THAT THE U.S. AND THE U.K. 
CONSIDER THAT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM 
IS A REAL POSSIBILITY. HE AGREED TO STUDY THE DOCUMENTS 
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I GAVE HIM AND TO PRESENT THE MATTER TO THE CABINET. 

VAN ELSLANDE WAS PLEASED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE FUND 
IS NOT TO COMPENSATE WHITES. HE SAID THAT WOULD HAVE 
MADE IT POLITICALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR BELGIUM TO PARTICIPATE; 

THERE ARE MANY BELGIANS WHO HAD TO LEAVE ZAIRE WHO ARE 
STILL TRYING TO GET THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT TO COMPENSATE 
THEM. VAN ELSLANDE AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY 
UNWISE TO ASK SOUTH AFRICA TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ZIMBABWE 
DEVELOPMENT FUND. 

3. I ALSO APPROACHED DIRECTOR GENERAL DAVIGNON. HE SAID 
THAT THEY WOULD STUDY THE CASE AND GIVE US AN ANSWER EARLY IN 
THE NEW YEAR. DAVIGNON'S INITIAL REACTION WAS THAT BELGIUM 
PROBABLY WOULD BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FUND. RENNER 
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